
 

 First Presbyterian Church 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

June 20, 2021 at 10:00 

 
 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

Handbell Chimes—The ringing of the chimes invites you to a time of Rest…Renewal…Hope 

 

Gathering Music “Panis Angelicus” — César Franck   

  Barry Wilhjelm, clarinet; Rebecca Lentine, piano 
 

Opening Sentences (excerpts from Psalm 133) 

One: How very good and pleasant it is when sisters and brothers live together in unity! 

All:  It is like the precious oil on the head, like the dew that falls on the mountains of Zion. 

One: Together, let us worship God. 
 

Hymn Meditation  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee by” Anthony Sharp, piano 

Ludwig van Beethoven, arr. Lloyd Larson 

    

Celebrating the Life of the Congregation 

 

*  Call to Confession   

One: We strive to be strong and self-sufficient, but in truth we are in constant need of 

grace. In penitence and faith, let us confess our weakness to God and to one another. 
 

*  Prayer of Confession 

All:  Most merciful God, forgive us. 

We imagine that we can live without you, when you give us our very breath. We 

seek control over others rather than strive to live in unity. 

We allow fear to overtake us, even though our lives are in your hands. Draw us 

back into your steadfast love and shape us into the likeness of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

*  Silent Prayer 

 

*  Assurance of Pardon 

One: Siblings in Christ, the good news is this: 

grace is poured out like water; mercy flows like a never-ending stream, bathing us in 

goodness and love. 

Live, then, as those who have received new life, rejoicing in your baptism. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew! Amen. 

 



 

*  Sharing the Peace of Christ 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

One: God of eternity, by the power of your Spirit, speak your Word to us this day, that hearing, 

we may know your truth and live ever more faithfully for you. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading 1 Samuel 17:32-49 

David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight 

with this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to 

fight with him; for you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” But David 

said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a bear 

came, and took a lamb from the flock, I went after it and struck it down, rescuing the lamb 

from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and 

kill it. Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall 

be like one of them, since he has defied the armies of the living God.” David said, “The 

Lord, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me 

from the hand of this Philistine.” So Saul said to David, “Go, and may the Lord be with 

you!” Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed 

him with a coat of mail. David strapped Saul’s sword over the armor, and he tried in vain to 

walk, for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these; for I 

am not used to them.” So David removed them.  

      Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the wadi, and put 

them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his hand, and he drew near to the 

Philistine. The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of 

him. When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only a youth, 

ruddy and handsome in appearance. The Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you 

come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. The Philistine said to 

David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild animals 

of the field.” But David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword and spear and 

javelin; but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 

whom you have defied. This very day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will 

strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine 

army this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the earth, so that all the 

earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly may know that the 

Lord does not save by sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s and he will give you into  

 



our hand.” When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly toward the 

battle line to meet the Philistine. David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, 

and struck the Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face 

down on the ground.  

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon  “Am I a Dog?” Dr. Gerdts 

 

THE PEOPLE RESPOND 
 

Hymn Solo  “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art” Denise Tucker, soprano 

 

Prayers for Others and Ourselves and Lord’s Prayer 

 

LEAVE TO SERVE 
Charge and Benediction 

 

Sending Music  “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing”  Anthony Sharp, piano 

  James Weldon Johnson and J. Rosamond Johnson, arr. David Winkler 

 

   *  Please stand if you are comfortably able. 

 

 
 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here in person or online. 

Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact 

information is below. Read full announcements in our weekly email newsletter. Subscribe here. 

 

WORSHIPPING DURING COVID – Please be aware of the guidelines listed below and posted around 

Fellowship Hall. Sharing Christ’s peace can be enthusiastic but should maintain social distance. Offering 

and donations will be received in baskets and on tables near the doors. Ushers will guide you through entry 

and exit. Please greet each other outside after the service.  

 

THE NURSERY IS BACK!  The nursery is back for infants – 3-year-olds. Parents wishing to drop off 

their darlings can do so in the Hospitality Room where our nursery helpers will be happy to entertain your 

babies while you worship. Want to save time at drop off? Please have your information filled out ahead of 

time for our helpers. The link to the forms can be found here: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Any 

questions concerning the nursey, do not hesitate to reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH IS BACK! Have children too big for the nursery? Send them to Children’s 

Church! Each week kids ages 4-10 are invited to join us in Children’s Church in the CE Room for a bible 

story, craft, and some play. Masks are required. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

❖ 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/contact-us
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children


CONVERSATION ON RACE MEETS IN PERSON – FPCH’s commitment to the Matthew 25 

initiative has led to an active Sunday morning discussion group. Join the conversation each week after 

worship in the choir room, across from Fellowship Hall. This week the discussion is on Critical Race 

Theory, using this podcast in preparation: Teaching Race and History in America’s Schools. All are 

welcome, regardless of whether you have joined prior conversations on race or not! Questions? Contact 

Becky Bryan.   

 

MATTHEW 25 BOOK STUDY FOR FALL: The congregation is invited to read Isabel Wilkerson’s 

book Caste, in preparation for a book discussion in early September. Wilkerson began researching the 

construct of caste as a better way to capture race relations in our country after writing her award-winning 

book The Warmth of Other Suns and hearing the word used repeatedly by her sources. Is “caste” a better 

way to describe U.S. race culture? Is discussing caste emotionally easier than discussing racism? Please 

make this book one of your summer reads and look forward to a thought-provoking conversation.  

 

NIKKI’S BOOK STUDY HAS BEGUN – Pastor Nikki discussion of Richard Rohr’s Breathing Under Water: 

Spirituality and the Twelve Steps has gotten underway. It meets Wednesdays from 7:30-8:30 p.m. via Zoom; 

link here. Purchasing the book is required. Contact Pastor Nikki npassante@haddonfieldpres.org with any 

questions. This group is open to anyone: believers, seekers, doubters, addicts alike. All are welcome to attend.  

 

A GUIDE THROUGH THE NEW TESTAMENT STARTS THIS WEEK! on June 21. This course, like the 

one on the Old Testament, is meant as an introduction to Bible Study and is perfect for someone who hasn’t had 

much experience with the text. The course is a combination of online teaching and discussion led by Doug and 

weekly homework in the workbook. Course meets on Mondays from 11:00 a.m. to noon on Zoom. It will begin 

on June 21 and run for approximately 12 weeks. (Don’t worry if you’ll be away on vacation — this is easy to do 

on your own!) If you’d like to sign up or would like a book to use on your own, send Doug a note and he’ll 

reserve one for you! Books are $15 and are available today! 

 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY – The Porch Bible Study will continue its study of Philippians (on Zoom) Tuesday, 

June 22. The class starts at 7 p.m.  All are welcome. If you would like the link, please contact Rebecca at the 

church office.  

 

DOUG’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY (8 a.m. via Zoom) is ongoing and open to all. The text for 

the coming week is 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27.  

 

AN UPDATE FROM THE DEACONS: THE GUATEMALA MILK PROJECT – The Deacons are 

privileged to support the Guatemala Milk Project, which provides much needed support to those living in 

Guatemala. With God’s help and faithfulness, the Guatemala Milk Project remained operational even when the 

country had to close down due to the pandemic. A video below describes this process: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvDmvyCRjG8. Furthermore, this wonderful organization was determined 

to continue serving those in need. To see how, watch this video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3OJ7virze0. God bless the Guatemala Milk Project! 

 

Presbyterian Deacons are called to a ministry of “compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming 

love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by 

unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress" (G-2.0201) 

 

 

https://www.npr.org/2021/06/08/1004430386/teaching-race-and-history-in-americas-schools
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88159193953
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85191934318
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89159205138
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvDmvyCRjG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3OJ7virze0


REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR VBS 2021 – Knights of the North Castle, July 26-30 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

for children ages 4-10. Become Knights on a quest to the North Castle in a frozen land to find the King’s 

Armor. We are looking forward to another great VBS week filled with music, games, crafts, and bible stories. 

Let’s take up the gauntlet and accept the challenge to “armor up” and be strong with God! Info here. Due to 

limited spaces this year, your child(ren)’s spot in camp will not be confirmed until payment is received. 

Registration alone is not a confirmed spot in camp. If there is available space for your child(ren), you will be sent 

information regarding payment. Once payment is received, your spot will be confirmed. 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR OUR SUMMER CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS! Please consider 

donating your time for one of these: 

 Children’s Church: Volunteers are needed to teach our young friends each Sunday during the worship 

service. All that is needed is a willingness to read a story and facilitate a craft. Gabrielle Heimerling will 

provide you with everything you need to help with the class – all we need is you! All classes will take place in 

the CE Room (formerly the yoga room) on the lower level. 

 VBS: Calling all Shepherds! Hello teens – we are looking to you to shepherd our campers through various 

stations this summer. Come relive your crafting, playground and choir days with us. VBS will run from July 

26-30. It’s always such a fun week made all the better by volunteers like you. Contact Gabrielle Heimerling to 

sign up. 

 VBS Calling all Station Leaders! Hello grown-ups – we are looking to you to help us staff our various 

stations for VBS. Please consider helping with Games, Crafts, or Bible Story. All supplies and lessons will be 

supplied to you – all we need is you! VBS will run from July 26-30. It’s always such a fun week made all the 

better by volunteers like you. Contact Gabrielle Heimerling to sign up. 

 

MEMBER CARE COORDINATION TEAM 

Do you know of needs in the congregation? Please contact one of these folks: 

Cheryl Tarditi (Elder Representative) cheryltarditi@gmail.com  

Rebeca Silva de Foote (Moderator of Deacons) silvadefoote@verizon.net  

Kelly Stout (Deacon Representative) kellystout322@yahoo.com  

Anne Vial (Administrator) avial@haddonfieldpres.org  

Rev. Passante (Assoc. Pastor) npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Any questions or comments, please contact Pastor Nikki at npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

ST. WILFRID’S – HELP!!!!! We need more volunteers on Saturday mornings as many of the regular 

volunteers will not be available for the next few months. Help is needed Saturday mornings stocking 

shelves with food, diapers, hygiene products, and bread. You can also help distributing food bags or help 

with paperwork involved as clients arrive. If you would like to learn more, text Norman at 856-979-8736.  

NEEDS: Please, we need canned tuna, canned vegetables (all but green beans), jarred or canned fruit and 

applesauce, diapers size 5 & 6, baby wipes, adult diapers size large and extra-large, 1 gallon plastic bags 

with ties, and zipper sandwich bags. As always plastic grocery bags from Shoprite or Wegman’s, paper 

grocery bags to line the plastic bags, and newspaper plastic bags to hold hygiene products are needed. 

These items may be dropped off weekdays in bins behind Grace Episcopal Church or on Sundays on tables 

outside Fellowship Hall or on the table outside the church on the office side until 12pm for those who can’t 

attend church in person. Other items: We are now collecting box fans and bottled water for our clients. 

And unwanted iPads to help register new clients more quickly. These may be dropped off at Corey 

Crumley’s house, 40 Warwick Road, Haddonfield. (Email her to give her a heads-up is 

crumleyc@gmail.com.) If you have any questions or would like more information about anything, please 

call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 or check the website, www.opendoorcliniccamden.org. 

 

https://www.myvbs.org/fpchknights2021/
mailto:cheryltarditi@gmail.com
mailto:silvadefoote@verizon.net
mailto:kellystout322@yahoo.com
mailto:avial@haddonfieldpres.org
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mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:crumleyc@gmail.com
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/


SCRIPTURE READING FOR JUNE 27: 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 

After the death of Saul, when David had returned from defeating the Amalekites, David remained two days 

in Ziklag. David intoned this lamentation over Saul and his son Jonathan. (He ordered that The Song of the 

Bow be taught to the people of Judah; it is written in the Book of Jashar.) He said: Your glory, O Israel, lies 

slain upon your high places! How the mighty have fallen! Tell it not in Gath, proclaim it not in the streets of 

Ashkelon; or the daughters of the Philistines will rejoice, the daughters of the uncircumcised will exult. You 

mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew or rain upon you, nor bounteous fields! For there the shield of the 

mighty was defiled, the shield of Saul, anointed with oil no more. From the blood of the slain, from the fat 

of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan did not turn back, nor the sword of Saul return empty. Saul and 

Jonathan, beloved and lovely! In life and in death they were not divided; they were swifter than eagles, they 

were stronger than lions. O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you with crimson, in luxury, 

who put ornaments of gold on your apparel. How the mighty have fallen in the midst of the battle! Jonathan 

lies slain upon your high places. I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; greatly beloved were you to 

me; your love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women. How the mighty have fallen, and the 

weapons of war perished!  

 

♦ 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 

 

Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal prayer 

request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, please obtain the 

permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as the originator of the 

request. Pastors will revisit these requests every 30 days. 

 

Prayers for the Church 

• Continued prayers for Bill Generao (and his family) as he starts treatment for a serious autoimmune 

disease after months of being sick and looking for answers. (6/16- D. Wackes) 

• Joy! Prayers of thanksgiving for the birth of Noah William Hurford, born on Mother’s Day to Alicia 

and Joe of Bryn Mawr, PA.  Noah is the grandson of Alan and Amy Stedman! (6/9 - pastors) 

• Prayers for Scotty Tatem’s spiritual uplifting! (6/9 - pastors) 

• Please pray for Roy Brostrand’s continued recovery from an emergency hip replacement (6/9 - L. 

O’Neill) 

• An anonymous plea and prayer for the addicted and their families (6/5) 

• Prayers for Jane Poynton who is now on hospice (6/5 - pastors) 

• Prayers for Betsy Anderson who will be having her left shoulder replaced on June 21st! (6/5 - pastors) 

• Pray for Ben Meams who is suffering with Guillain Barre syndrome (5/21 - J. Wackes) 

• For Gail, who had extensive cancer surgery this past week and now faces chemotherapy. (5/21 - L. 

Hess) 

• Prayers for Jean and Dave Russell who are navigating a variety of issues (5/12 - pastors) 

• Ken Koczur who is undergoing chemotherapy for MDS - myelodysplastic syndrome (5/11 - R. Davis)  

• Erin Swinney following lumpectomy surgery and beginning radiation (5/11 - R. Davis) 

• Pray for Carl Tarbell who is living with a very difficult cancer (5/10 - A. Moore) 

• Continued prayers for Dan and Tish Colombi and their well-being! (5/10 - pastors) 

• Pray for Doug & Ann Hambry, and the whole Hambry family (5/8 - M. Dark)  

• Please pray for the family of Dave Constantine on his death (4/30 - M. Taffett, W. Pross)  

• Prayers for Travis, a young adult brain tumor survivor who had a sudden and serious seizure. Prayers 

for his mom Beth, as she navigates this with him (4/26 - T. Adkins) 



 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

 

♦ 

 

We are so proud of our 4th-grade Communion Class for completing their 4-week study and 

participating in our in-person Communion Sunday on June 6th. Well done MJ Andrews, Kevin Brees, 

Alexis Chamberlin, Meghan Cunningham, Bryce Davis, Chase Davis, Chelsea Lawrence, Ivy Meyer, 

and Brogan Strauss. Thank you for being a thoughtful, funny, inquisitive class! 

 

  
  



 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 

All worshippers must meet current CDC safety guidelines to enter – if you don’t feel 

well, please worship online. 
 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE: 

▪ Users of stairs: Enter and exit through the side entrance on the Playground Side. 

Expect a temperature check and registration as you enter. 

▪ Elevator users: Enter and exit through the Masonic Temple side of the building. 

Expect a temperature check and registration as you enter. 

▪ Exiting: Deacons and ushers will excuse by row so that distancing can be 

maintained. Follow signs and ushers to proper exit. Please take all conversations 

outside. 
 

DRESS CODE: 

▪ Congregants: Masks are required at all times inside the building (if you are over 2). 

Please BYO – we’ll have a limited number of extras just in case. 

▪ Worship Leaders: Masks are required until they reach the area where they are 

isolated from contact with the congregation. 
 

Per CDC Guidelines a mask must completely cover the nose and mouth, fit snugly against 

the sides of the face with no gaps and should not have valves or vents. (Bandanas, scarves, 

and face shields alone are not sufficient.) 
 

DURING WORSHIP: 

▪ Seating: Chairs will be set up six feet apart. Family units can pull chairs together if 

they wish. 

▪ Singing: Nope – leave it to the professionals. 

▪ Praying: Out-loud corporate prayers (Confession, Lord’s Prayer, etc.) – This one is 

a yes!  

▪ Sharing the Peace of Christ: Use a peace sign, a bow, a pantomime, a wave, or 

other sign of Christ’s love, but please stay six feet apart. 

▪ Offering: Look for offering baskets when you enter or exit. Or give online. 

▪ Communion: Elements will be individually and safely packaged – instructions 

will be given! 


